
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Desperately Seeking Susan Volunteers! 
Please Join Us During Our 18th Annual Pond & Park Cleanup Events! 

 

 Saturday April 21, 2018 (9:00 – 11:00) Black Brook / Blodget Park  
 

 Saturday April 28, 2018 (9:00 – 11:00) Stevens Pond / Park 
 

 Saturday May 5, 2018 (9:00 – 11:00) Nutts Pond / Precourt Park 
 

Please consider joining us during one or more of our Spring 2018 pond and park 

cleanup events. We could really benefit from additional volunteer assistance, 

and would like to see some new faces and make some new friends! 

 

Please dress appropriately for weather (there are no “rain dates”) and wear 

rubber knee boots if you have them! Latex gloves and trash bags will be 

provided. Just bring yourself, a friend, and a sense of community spirit! Please 

arrive no later than 8:50am as we will break into groups and begin cleanups at 

9:00am.  

 

Since 2000, the Manchester Urban Ponds Restoration Program has organized 109 clean-up events.  Over the past 17 

years, 962 volunteers have spent 3,452 hours collecting 2,241 bags of trash!  This does not include the items illegally “dumped” 

such as shopping carts (94), tires (415), car batteries, other car parts, construction debris, and other items.  In addition, the value 

of volunteer time spent at these clean-ups has amounted to over $57,000 over these past 17 years! 

 

Manchester Urban Ponds Restoration Program 
City of Manchester Environmental Protection Division 

300 Winston Street 
Manchester, NH 03103 

(603) 665-6899 / www.manchesternh.gov/urbanponds 
                                                                                                         www.facebook.com/ManchesterUrbanPondsRestoration 

Spring 2018 Program Update 

 

Visit Us on the Web! 
 

 Clean-Up Events 
 

 Water Quality Data 
 

 Publications 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Volunteers help pick up trash at Stevens Pond / Stevens Pond Park (April 2017). 
Photography courtesy of Martha Frechette 

VOLUNTEERS! 

http://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Environmental-Protection/SEPP/Pond-Restoration/Clean-Up-Events
http://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Parks-and-Recreation/Parks-Facilities/Parks/Blodget-Park-Black-Brook
http://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Parks-and-Recreation/Parks-Facilities/Parks/Stevens-Pond-Park
http://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Parks-and-Recreation/Parks-Facilities/Parks/Precourt-Park-Nutts-Pond
http://www.manchesternh.gov/urbanponds
http://www.manchesternh.gov/urbanponds
http://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Environmental-Protection/SEPP/Pond-Restoration/Clean-Up-Events
http://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Environmental-Protection/SEPP/Pond-Restoration/Water-Quality-Data
http://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Environmental-Protection/SEPP/Pond-Restoration/Publications


2018 City of Manchester Solid Waste Guide 
 

Please take note that the City of Manchester has published its 2018 Solid Waste 

Guide which discusses and includes a collection calendar for trash, recycling, yard 

waste, and household hazardous waste. Please also take note that the city’s first 

Household Hazardous Waste Day of 2018 will be held on Saturday May 12, 2018 

from 8:00am – 2:00pm (the other to be held on October 13, 2018).  

 
 
 

Recycling Reminders! 
 
Recycling minimizes the need for landfill space, conserves natural resources, and reduces the air pollution and energy usage 
associated with mining of raw materials. The City collects recyclables along public streets throughout Manchester.  The curbside 
program is single stream: all items can be placed together in your blue recycling cart!  Collection is weekly in most areas, with 
more frequent pickups downtown. 

 
Throughout most of Manchester, recyclables are collected using an automated process.  To receive service, you must place all your 
recyclables in a blue recycling cart acquired from the City, place your recycling cart at the edge of the road, without blocking 
sidewalks, by 7 AM of your collection day, and ensure your cart is at least three feet from any obstruction, with the handles and 
wheels facing your home or business. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    Unsure if Something is Recyclable?  Consult What Goes Where to find out! 
 

Recycling Carts 
 

If your property is outside of the downtown collection zone, you may request a free recycling cart by signing 
up online . If you already have a cart but consistently generate more recyclables than will fit, you may be 
eligible to upgrade to a larger one.  Contact Pinard Waste Systems, the City's recycling contractor, to discuss.  

 

Drop Off Facility 
 

Not eligible for curbside service or have more recycling this week than will fit in your cart?  The Drop Off Facility accepts all 
recyclables collected curbside.  Note that recycling at the facility is dual stream: paper/cardboard products must be separated 
from other materials. 

Recyclable Items 
 

The following items may be placed  
in your blue recycling cart: 

 
 Aluminum Containers.  

 

 Glass Bottles / Containers (Clear, Colored). 
 

 Paper (Mail, Magazines, Newsprint). 
 

 Paperboard (Cereal Boxes, Paper Towel Rolls, Etc.). 
 

 Cardboard (Clean). 
 

 Plastics Bottles and Containers (#1 – 7).  
 

 Steel Containers.  
 

 Tin / Tin Foil. 
 
 

 
 
 

Non-Recyclable Items 
 

The following items may not be placed  
in your blue recycling cart: 
 

 Plastic Bags. 
 

 Plastic Packaging.  
 

 Plastic Straws.  
 

 Plastic Wrapping.  
 

 Styrofoam (Packing Material, Coffee Cups, Meat Trays). 
 

 Spray Cans. 
 

 Car Parts. 
 

 Non-Container Metals.  
 

 
 

Did You Know? Combined, over 6,900 tons of recyclables were diverted from the waste stream in 2017! 

http://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/Highway/Trash-Recycling/SolidWasteGuide2017.pdf
http://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/Highway/Trash-Recycling/SolidWasteGuide2017.pdf
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Highway/Trash-and-Recycling/Recycling-Collection#Recyclable Items
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Highway/Trash-and-Recycling/Recycling-Collection#Recycling Carts
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Highway/Trash-and-Recycling/Recycling-Collection#Recycling Carts
http://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Highway/Trash-and-Recycling/Collection-Schedules
http://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Highway/Trash-and-Recycling/FAQ
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Highway/Trash-and-Recycling/Recycling-Carts
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Highway/Trash-and-Recycling/Recycling-Carts
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Highway/Trash-and-Recycling/Contact-Pinard-Waste
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Highway/Trash-and-Recycling/Drop-Off-Facility


Automated Trash Collection Update 

 
Mark Gomez, Environmental Programs Manager, City of Manchester  
 
Now in its 11th month, the pilot program for automated trash collection has proven to be enormously successful.  Worker safety, 

operational efficiency, litter reduction, and recycling rates have all improved in the pilot areas. 

 

Automated trash collection is the use of a garbage truck fitted with a mechanical arm that grabs and empties trash containers. The 

truck is controlled by a single operator. Residents must place trash in a container compatible with the mechanical arm, such as the 

green, wheeled carts seen throughout the city. 

 

The pilot areas include almost all of Ward 12 in the northwest corner of 

the city, and large portions of Ward 6 and Ward 7 in the central / eastern 

part of the city. Among the many benefits observed so far are: 

 

 Worker Safety: There have been zero injuries associated with the 

automated truck, but over 40 injuries resulting in 1,500 hours lost 

among crews operating Manchester’s other garbage trucks over 

the same period. 

 

 Efficiency: Preliminary data indicate that the automated truck is 

completing routes 10% faster, on average. 

 

 Litter Reduction: The mandated trash containers have hinged lids 

that help reduce unintentional litter. Additionally, personnel freed 

up by the automated process have been deployed regularly to give 

extra attention to parks with heavy litter problems. 

 

 Recycling: Recycling rates have increased throughout the city, but data show that recycling in the pilot areas has 

increased by 1.5 times the city average over the past year. 

 

Department of Public Works staff anticipate going before the Board of Mayor and Aldermen within the next couple of months to 

report on the pilot program and recommend expansion.  Should expansion be approved, a potential benefit to the mission of the 

Manchester Urban Ponds Restoration Program is redeployment of personnel to focus on illegal dumping and related compliance 

issues. 

 

Left: Before and after photos showing 
better neighborhood aesthetics and 
reduced chance for litter as a result of the 
trash cart requirement. 

 



Adopt-A-Block! 
 
Downtown Adopt-A-Block is a neighborhood cleanup effort that happens once a year around 

Earth Day. It is the perfect opportunity to step out of your office and join Intown Manchester's 

“Clean Team” for a day to help keep Downtown Manchester clean and green! 

 

This year's Adopt-A-Block will take place Friday, April 20th from 1:00PM to 4:00PM. 

Intown Manchester will be accepting applications for participants until April 9th.  

 

To sign-up for this year's Adopt-A-Block and participate, download the sign-up sheet and mail 

it to: PO Box 659, Manchester, NH 03105, fax it to (603) 669-6597, or email it to 

tvazquez@intownmanchester.com. Your group will receive information about cleanup sites 

and where to meet up to a week before the event. Suggestions for cleanup sites are welcome 

and appreciated! 

 
2017 Water Quality Reports Available 
 

The formal Volunteer Lake Assessment Program (VLAP) and Volunteer River 

Assessment Program (VRAP) annual water quality reports from 2017 have been 

posted on-line and we’ve updated our own Water Quality Parameter Data Tables 

to include data collected this summer. Check out the Water Quality Data page to 

view the VLAP and VRAP reports and All Ponds Water Quality Data Tables 2000-

2017 to see how this year’s data compares to previous years.   

 

McQuesten Makeover! 
 
Courtesy of the New Hampshire Rivers Council 

 

Check out the sequence of Google Earth images from 2015 through 2017 that capture the transition of McQuesten Pond back to 

McQuesten Brook! Thanks to a huge partnership effort led by the New Hampshire Rivers Council, this once-stagnant pond that was 

incapable of supporting fish species is once again a cold water reach of McQuesten Brook that will provide habitat and refuge for a 

population of wild, naturally-reproducing brook trout in Manchester, NH. Four dams were completely removed in the Manchester 

portion of the watershed, while in the Bedford portion of the watershed, one downstream culvert was completely removed, and an 

undersized culvert of 36 inches was replaced by a 15-foot wide bridge. Another project proving that partnerships, a diverse 

funding portfolio, and volunteer commitments can yield amazing restoration results in urban watersheds. We changed the face of 

Google Earth once again! 

                        2015                                                                                                2016                                                                                              2017 

https://www.intownmanchester.com/adopt-a-block
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/2bf9f2_35c6a8beed47498b9ca9c627deb17fcf.pdf
mailto:tvazquez@intownmanchester.com
http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/vlap/index.htm
http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/vrap/index.htm
http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/vrap/index.htm
http://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Environmental-Protection/SEPP/Pond-Restoration/Water-Quality-Data
http://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/environ_protec/ponds_new/AllPondsWaterQualityTable.pdf
http://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/environ_protec/ponds_new/AllPondsWaterQualityTable.pdf
http://www.nhrivers.org/


New Posters in Informational Kiosks 
 
Did you know that we maintain 10 informational kiosks? They are at 

Black Brook / Blodget Park, Crystal Lake, Dorrs Pond / Livingston Park 

(two), McQuesten Brook / Wolfe Park, Nutts Pond / Precourt Park, Pine 

Island Pond / Pine Island Park, Piscataquog River Park, Stevens Pond / 

Stevens Pond Park, and Sundial Ave. In the spring of 2017, we re-posted 

the Piscataquog River Park and Sundial Ave kiosks with a few new 

posters. In the spring of 2018, we will be posting some of the new 

posters in the other kiosks as well so keep an eye out for them! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Thanks to Manchester Parks, Recreation & Cemeteries, the informational kiosk on Sundial Ave recently received 

a new sign name! It previously read “Manchester Conservation Commission.” To be more consistent with our 
other kiosks, the sign name was changed to “Merrimack River.” We couldn’t be more pleased! 



A Note About Your Sewer Service Connection 
 
Courtesy of Manchester Environmental Protection Division 

 

 

 
 

Manchester Urban Ponds Restoration Program E-Mail Distribution List 
 
                                               

The Manchester Urban Ponds Restoration Program uses our email distribution list to distribute our 

annual e-newsletter and to provide information relative to upcoming spring pond and park 

cleanups and the results of those cleanups. We hope that you enjoy receiving these few emails a 

year. However, we are updating our email distribution list, and if for any reason you would like 

to be removed from it, please reply to this email with “Unsubscribe” in the email subject line and we 

would be happy to remove you from the list. Thank you! 

 


